
Decree Law (18)/2017 
Amendments to law 15/2004 of the State Audit & Administrative 

Control Bureau 
 
 
President of the State of Palestine 
President of the Executive Committee of Palestine Liberation Organization 
According to provisions and amendments of the amended Basic Law of 2003, especially 
provisions of article (43), and provisions of law 15/2004 of the State Audit & Administrative 
Control Bureau, 
After reviewing the provisions and amendments of civil service law 4/1998, 
After reviewing the provisions and amendments of general budget regulation and financial 
affairs law 7/1998, 
According to recommendation of council of ministers on 13.06.2017, 
According to powers vested in us, 
According to requirements of public interest, 
In the name of the Arab Palestinian people, 
 
We issued the following decree law: 
 

Article (1) 
For purposes of these amendments, the law 15/2004 of the State Audit & Administrative 
Control Bureau shall be referred to as the ‘original law’. 
 

Article (2) 
Article 1 of the original law shall be amended by adding the following definition: 
International standards: standards issued by the International Organization of Supreme Audit 
Institutions (INTOSAI). 
 

Article (3) 
Article (2) of the original law shall be amended as follows: 
1. State Audit & Administrative Control Bureau shall be the supreme audit institution of 

Palestine. 
2. State Audit & Administrative Control Bureau shall have the legal personality, financial and 

administrative independence and complete legal capacity to undertake all actions and 
activities that ensure the fulfillment of purposes for which it was established. 

3. State Audit & Administrative Control Bureau shall have special budget as part of the general 
budget of the State of Palestine, and this budget shall be governed by approved control 
methods for the general budget. 

4. The Bureau shall perform concurrent audits and post audits at the audited entities, as per 
provisions of this decree law and the international standards, as follows: 

a. Compliance audit 



b. Financial audit 
c. Performance audit 

 
Article (4) 

Article (4) of the original law shall be amended as follows: 
1. The auditor general shall be appointed by a decision of president of the State of 

Palestine, according to nomination of the council of ministers and approval of absolute 
majority of the Legislative Council members. 

2. Deputy auditor general shall be appointed by a decision of president of the State of 
Palestine, according to nomination of the council of ministers. 

3. Staff of the Bureau shall be appointed according to the civil service law. 
4. Staff of the Bureau who assume control positions shall be regulated by the civil service 

law until respective administrative regulations are issued by council of ministers, as per 
nomination of the auditor general. 

 
Article (5) 

Article (8) of the original law shall be amended as follows: 
1. The auditor general shall present an annual report, or a report upon request, containing 

actions and observations to president of the state, the Legislative Council and the 
council of ministers. 

2. The auditor general shall publish the annual report and reports released by the Bureau 
for the public review in the official gazette, newspapers or the Bureau’s website. 

 
Article (6) 

Article (10.3) of the original law shall be amended as follows: 
3. Financial rights of the auditor general for occupying this position shall be determined as 

follows: 
a. The auditor general shall be paid a salary that equals the salary paid to ministers, 

and shall enjoy privileges of ministers. 
b. The auditor general or heirs thereto shall be eligible to an amount equals 20% of the 

monthly salary for each year spent in the Bureau, with a maximum that shall not 
exceed 80% of total monthly salary amount, which shall be linked to cost of living 
table, and shall be paid each month once the position is vacant. To that end, 
fractions of a year shall be regarded as a whole year. 

c. As an exclusion to provisions of clauses (a) and (b) of this article, pension of the 
auditor general shall not be less than 50% of the monthly salary, whatever duration 
spent in office. 

d. Former auditors general shall be regarded as if they worked according to provisions 
of this decree law, and its provisions shall be applied thereto. 

 
Article (7) 

Article (14) of the original law shall be amended as follows: 
The auditor general shall be relieved of duty, and the term in office shall expire with one of the 
following reasons: 



1. Decease, 
2. Expiry of legal term in office, 
3. Resignation approved by president of the state, 
4. Removal from office with approval of the absolute majority of the Legislative Council as 

per provisions of this decree law, 
5. Loss of legal capacity, 
6. Conviction by a final court ruling with a felony or misdemeanor that offend honor and 

honesty. 
 

Article (8) 
1. Article (23) of the original law shall be amended by removing clause (1) thereto. 
2. Article (23.11) of the original law shall be amended as follows: 
a. A special audit department shall be instated in the Bureau to receive audit requests from 
audited entities, follow up the public complaints and the complaints or stories published in the 
media outlets. 
b. The Bureau shall reserve or refer to entities in charge the requests, complaints and media 
stores that do not fall within its mandate. 
c. The auditor general may accept, reject or reserve any requests or complaints according to 
justified reason. 
 

Article (9) 
Article (31) of the original law shall be amended as follows: 
According to provisions of this decree law, the Bureau shall audit the following entities, 

1. President of the state office and affiliate foundations, 
2. Prime minister, members of the council of ministers and similar positions, 
3. The Legislative Council, including respective entities and departments, 
4. The Judiciary, public prosecution with members and staff, 
5. Ministries and entities of the state, 
6. Security forces, the police and all security and military agencies, 
7. Institutions and public independent organizations, instated and regulated as per provisions 

of effective legislations, the charitable societies, cooperatives, civil entities, parties, non-
profit companies, unions, associations and government/public high education institutions. 

8. Enterprises and companies owned or shared by the state, or receiving assistance from the 
state or donors, 

9. Institutions and companies licensed to use or manage public facilities, 
10. Local government entities, grassroots committees, service committees and similar 

entities, 
11. Financial, administrative or technical independence of any of the above shall not stop 

the Bureau from undertaking the audit mandate. 
 

Article (10) 
Article (39) of the original law shall be amended as follows: 
Entities mentioned in clauses (7), (8), (9) and (10) of article (31) of the original law shall present 
observations of the Bureau before their councils or boards of directors within maximum one 



month from date of notifying of these observations, and shall be presented before general 
assemblies when convened. 
 

Article (11) 
Article (59) of the original law shall be amended as follows: 
Council of ministers shall issue the necessary regulations to enforce provisions of this decree 
law, based on recommendation of the auditor general. 
 

Article (12) 
All articles that contradict with provisions of this decree law shall be annulled. 
 

Article (13) 
This decree law shall be presented to the Legislative Council for approval once convened. 
 

Article (14) 
All entities in charge, each as per respective powers, shall enforce provisions of this decree law, 
and shall be effective as of date of publish in the official gazette. 
 
 
Issued in Ramallah on 31.08.2017 
Dhu al-Hijjah 09, 1438 AH 
 
Mahmoud Abbas 
President 
State of Palestine 
The Executive Committee of Palestine Liberation Organization 


